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INSTANTANEOUS 

PEACE 
 

by Rev. Debbie Simpson 

     Shortly after arriving at Manna House, I was asked to pray 

with a lady.  She had been beaten and attacked.  The doctor had 

placed five staples into the back of her head.  I will call her 

Linda. 

     Linda was in extreme pain.  As she and her friend entered the 

Prayer Room, she was practically begging for something to be 

done about the staples in her head.  The doctor would not issue 

any type of pain killers.  Her friend said they were treating the 

pain simply with Ibuprofen.  Her friend seemed to have the 

complete story.  She said Linda wasn’t functioning well 

mentally.  Linda asked me what day it was.  When I answered, 

she seemed stunned.  She continuously said, “I have lost a whole 

week!  How did that happen?” 

     We began to pray.  She interrupted after a couple of minutes, 

saying “Stop!”  She said her head popped and asked her friend to 

check the staples.  She was begging her friend to take the staple 

out.  Her friend said, “No, I can’t.  The doctor said they must 

stay in for two more days.” 

     Relief and comfort was the substance of the prayer sent to our 

most gracious Father.  We prayed for God to send Linda peace 

that only He can provide.  We prayed for His divine healing 

power to flow from her head all the way down to her feet.  I 

asked her if she could please let me know how she was doing on 

her next visit. 

     Linda came to see me a few minutes later.  She said “The 

prayer worked!  God is touching my body.  I don’t feel panicked 

now about the staples in my head.  I am relaxed and trusting 

totally in God.  Thank you very much!” 

     Aren’t we thankful there are no boundaries on God’s healing 

power?  He doesn’t touch everyone in the same way, He can 

touch whomever He wants to at whatever time He wants to!  

Due to an injury that occurred a year ago, I am also a recipient of 

His healing power.  It isn’t complete yet.  I’m thankful to be a 

work in progress.  All praise goes to our mighty God! 

     John 14:27 in the Scripture speaks to us.  It says “PEACE I 

LEAVE WITH YOU; MY PEACE I GIVE YOU.  I DO NOT 

GIVE TO YOU AS THE WORLD GIVES.  DO NOT LET 

YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED AND DO NOT BE 

AFRAID.” 

     In an instant, God turned her panic and fear into calm and 

peace.  Seeing is believing—what a living example I 

experienced this day!  What a blessing to see Linda leave Manna 

House with a smile! 

     My time at Manna House was amazing!  The people that 

volunteer there are so nice.  It’s nice to help people.  You 

feel good when you give away your own stuff or just seeing 

them walk out with something.  It makes you happy. 

     Another thing I really like about Manna House is there is 

a lot of things you can do.  You can volunteer at the clothes 

section, food section, front desk, prayer room, give out food 

at the dock, ask people what they want before they get their 

food and stuff, and a few more.  You can also do something 

very minor, yet very big.  It might just be giving out 

lollipops to the kids or giving them a small plushie. 

     I really loved my experience at Manna House and hope 

to come back every break! 

My Time 

at 

Manna 

House 
 

 By: 

Clara Nantz  

9 years old 

MASTER OF THE DOCK 
 

     Manna House is a blessing in so many ways.  One of the 

many volunteers that make Manna House possible came to us 

in November of 2018.  His name is Pat Batterton.  He is now 

called  the “Master of the Dock.”  Pat is selfless and 

dependable.  He is instrumental in helping us on Monday 

when we receive our shipments to prepare for our distribution 

on Tuesdays.     It is Pat’s service on Tuesday that earned him 

his nickname. “Master of the Dock.”  When we distribute the 

food at Manna House, those who drive come and pick up 

their food at our dock.  Pat coordinates all the orders on the 

dock and makes sure they get to the right people.  He has 

become irreplaceable.  Pat has a true servant’s heart and has a 

work ethic that is unmatched.  I, for one, am grateful to serve 

beside him and call him my friend.  On September 10th, 

Manna House broke a record on the number of households 

who receives food.  It was 122 households in one day!!  Pat 

was there to facilitate this incredibly busy day. 

     God Bless you, Pat, and Thank You!! 

      



      

      

      

  

“HELLO” 
FROM 

HOWARD 

A Volunteer’s 
Perspective 

By Pat 

  

 

 

July, August, September - 2019 

Families Served   -   1,002                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Representing  -  2,866  Individuals 
Food Distributed  -  32,316 lbs. (From Food Bank Only) 

Other Sources of Food Distribution - 36,065 lbs. 
Volunteer Hours  -  2,377.25 
No. Of Volunteers  -  32 
Number Pieces Of Clothing  -  6,846 
  

 QUARTERLY STATISTICS 

     For approximately five years, I served in 

Bartlesville working with the “Voice of Martyrs” 

every Tuesday for approximately eight hours a day.  

This consisted of various jobs in conjunction with 

handling printed materials for distribution to fellow 

Christians.  The “Voice” changed their methods with 

upgraded machines which reduces the need for many 

volunteers. 

     Upon hearing of this, a  lady who volunteers at 

Manna House, Cindy, approached me in our church 

and asked if I could help out on Tuesdays.  I visited 

with Earl, the “accounting guru” about this work.  Earl 

spotted a soft touch and asked if I could also work on 

Mondays.  How could I say no? 

     Now for what I do.  On Mondays, I have become 

the “hallway bread man.”  When the groceries are 

brought in by volunteers on Monday, I make sure all 

breads are stacked in the hallway.  Those in need then 

choose the various breads before their grocery 

allotment on Tuesday. 

    On Tuesday, I work the dock once food orders are 

complete.  Those with automobiles drive up to the 

dock to get their food after they are called via the 

intercom.  I make sure the right people get the right 

groceries.  I need to mention that volunteer Tommy 

works on the ground to assist with the loading as 

needed.  He is very important since some of the 

people are elderly or disabled. 

     None of my duties can be classified as “rocket 

science” as it is just part of the weekly process.  I feel 

this is the Lord’s work. 

      Let me start by 

explaining who I am.  I 

have been retired for 

several years, and, 

during this period, I 

have volunteered my 

services in Christian 

organizations. 

    Howard and Vicki Essary have embarked on a new and 

important role at Manna House—praying with anyone who 

asks for prayer.  They have prayed with numerous clients 

during this quarter and want to share about some of  those 

clients whose names have been changed. 

     We prayed with Marie who is a professing Christian.  

We prayed for her son who has temper  problems and is 

violent at times.  Marie was concerned he may hurt her in 

one of these emotional outbreaks.  We prayed for God to 

be in control.  We then prayed for Marie’s health and 

arthritis problems, as well as for other family members.  

When we were through praying, Marie felt much better and 

more calm knowing Jesus hears our prayers.  We  know 

and serve a prayer answering God.  

     Vicki and I also prayed for Margie and her various 

problems.  Margie lives alone, she walks to church some of 

the time and needs a car.  Her income is only Social 

Security. We prayed that Jesus will help her.  Our prayer is 

that Jesus may tell someone to donate to her a car they 

don’t need.  Margie is a Christian, however, she needs 

assistance with finances.  Her Social Security is not 

sufficient to meet her needs.   

     Elaine comes to Manna House each month.  She likes 

the fact that prayer is available.  Manna  House staff  prays 

with people for many various needs.  Jesus knows and 

understands.  We prayed for Elaine for healing from a heat 

stroke she had a few days prior to her coming to Manna 

House.  She was dizzy, weak and felt very depleted.  We 

also prayed with Elaine about her grandchild.  The parents 

divorced and her father took the child from the home, but 

Elaine was able to get her back.  We prayed about future 

contacts with the father and a good relationship.  Elaine 

comes to Manna House on a regular basis and has had 

prayer previously.  

     We share the following scriptures that are appropriate 

for forgiveness and salvation:  Psalms 34:1–18  and 

Matthew 25:31-46.   The Lord receives the PRAISE. 


